vulval slit (15-21 µm, 17.2 µm ± 2). J2 (obtained after crushed cysts, n = 11) measurements were: body length (425-472 µm, 450.9 µm ± 16.6); stylet (23-26 µm, 24.2 µm ± 1.1); tail (50-60 µm, 53.6 µm ± 3); and hyaline tail terminal (31-37 µm, 34 µm ± 1.8). Values of the morphological and morphometrical characters of the six populations were within the range of H. hordecalis, as reported by Tanha Maafi et al. (2007) . The ITS region was used for molecular analysis. DNA was extracted from individual juveniles (n = 3) from different cysts (Holterman et al. 2006) . Sequencing was performed using primers TW81 and AB28 (De Ley et al. 1999) . The sequences obtained (GenBank Accession Nos. KX574287, KX574289, KX574307, KX574309, KX574293, and KX574306) were 99-100% similar to other H. hordecalis populations. To verify nematode viability, a single 5 week old seedlings of the durum wheat variety (Capa) were grown in pots. Pots were inoculated with 500 eggs and juveniles and left to grow for 9 weeks under growth chamber condition at 22°C. Then, cysts were extracted from both soil and root and an average of (92 cysts, n = 3) were recovered and approved that this nematode multiply on this host. These morphological and molecular analyses as well as the bioassay test confirmed the identity of the nematode species as H.
hordecalis. This nematode can cause considerable damage to wheat, one of Algeria's main cereal crops, thus action should be taken to prevent spread to other regions and provinces. 
